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Newsnotes
Books
A work noted previously in these Newsnotes has finally appeared
in English. Luigi Mezzadri, C.M., A Short Life of St Vincent de Paul,
translated by Thomas Davitt, a member of the Irish province, (Dublin:
Columba Press, 1992.) In a total of eighty pages, the author has
provided an up-to-date life of the saint in a brief format, simply and
clearly written. The work has already been translated into French from
the original Italian and has met a significant need for a brief modern
biography in those two languages. This is a popular book, destined for
a mass audience. For this reason, there are no footnotes, bibliography,
index, or maps.
Father Joseph I. Dirvin, C.M., a priest of the Eastern Province, has
continued his many contributions to the literature on Elizabeth Ann
Seton by a recent work: The Soul of Elizabeth Seton. A Spiritual Portrait
(San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1990). This careful work is an "extended
reflection on the spirituality of St. Elizabeth Ann," which grew out of
a series of lectures prepared for the 175th anniversary of the founding
of the Sisters of Charity. Endnotes, bibliography, and an index are
additional helps provided to the reader.
An important contribution to work in English on Saint Louise is
Margaret Flinton, Louise de Marillac. Social Aspect of Her Work, (Brooklyn: New City Press, 1992). Father Richard McCullen, former superior
general, commented, "Sister Margaret Flinton throws into relief one of
the most striking facets of the many-sided achievements of Saint Louise
de Marillac, her ability to restore the damaged or diminished good in
the human person." This work, originally a dissertation presented
nearly forty years ago in French, is now available to a much larger
audience in a well prepared translation done by the author.
Articles
Annali della Missione, published by the Italian Vincentians, devoted
a large proportion of its pages for 1991 (Vol. 98) to articles concerning

Saint Louise de Marillac, since the year was the 400th anniversary of her
birth. Issue 1 contained several interpretive articles, and the combined
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issues 2-3 presented the papers delivered at the conference on her held
in Rome, 25-28 April 1991. The articles treated principally the meaning
and application of the witness given by Saint Louise for our own day,
such as the reality of the "new poverty" as experienced today.
Besides the articles on Saint Louise in issue 1, there was a biographical study of Giovanni Battista Tornatore (1820-1895.) This Vincentian
priest cofounded the Daughters of Saint Anne with Sister Rosa Gattorno
in Piacenza, 1866. His family gave several members to the Congregation of the Mission, in particular his uncle and namesake (1783-1864), a
missionary in the United States.
Issue 4 continued the solid presentation of several studies. Bernard
Koch prepared an extensive study of Saint Vincent's theology of poverty. Giovanni Battista Bergesio examined the collaborative styles of
Saints Louise and Vincent. Luigi Mezzadri offered an analysis of the
experience of Frederic Ozanam in the France of his age. He concluded
by offering notes on the spirituality of Ozanam, founder of the Society
of Saint Vincent de Paul. Luigi Chierotti studied the vow of slavery to
Jesus and Mary which was typical of one strain of the French school of
spirituality. He asks whether Saint Vincent made the same vow, and
answered that yes, he probably did so under the influence of his
spiritual director, Pierre de Bérulle. Nevertheless, Marian doctrine was
not as central for Vincent as it was for others of his period. The issue
concludes with a translation from Vincentian Heritage 11 (1990) of the
lead presentation by Raymond Deville given at the "Age of Gold"
symposium held in 1989.
Issue 1-2 for 1992 contains papers presented at a workshop for
superiors of the Italian Vincentian provinces, entitled, "The superior,
animator of the local community." Among its fine materials is a major
study by Miguel Perez Flores, "The Community and the Superior of the
Congregation of the Mission in Vincentian teaching and tradition." His
presentation covered not only the past, but drew conclusions for the
present and future of community life.
Echoes of the Company for December 1991 includes a study of the
Daughters of Charity in Lithuania. The period covered is 1687 to 1866.
This brief story is filled with heroic and almost unbelievable adventures, together with brutal persecutions. The last five Daughters
escaped the country and fled to Paris, from which they were assigned
to other, perhaps less difficult, missions.
The February 1992 issue of the same periodical features a study by
Bernard Koch, a French Vincentian, "The Role of the Laity in the Church
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according to Saint Vincent. Active participation of Saint Louise de
Marillac." The author claims that Vincent and Louise were both
members of or at least heavily influenced by the French school of
spirituality. He spells out Saint Vincent's convictions about the role of
the laity in a series of quotations from his correspondence and conferences. Then follows a review of the work of Saint Louise first as spiritual
director, and then as retreat director. He concludes the study, "These
pages give us a little idea of the real-life situation of the French in the
seventeenth century—laymen and women, as well as priests who
shared in the work of the Lord's vineyard, helping to enable the divine
life to circulate through the Mystical Body of Christ. We don't have to
blush at our founders, but we have to put their zeal into practice today."
A study of the mystical aspect of Saint Louise appeared in the May
1992 number, "Mary 'Mother of grace and of mercy' in the contemplation of Louise de Marillac." It was part of conference given at the week
of Vincentian studies at Salamanca, Spain, for 1991. Sister Assunta
Corona, the author, based her research on the writings of Saint Louise,
now more widely available than ever.
The spring 1992 issue of Colloque, from the Irish Province of the
Congregation of the Mission, reprints the study by Stafford Poole and
Douglas Slawson, "A New Look at an old Temptation," from Vincentian
Heritage 11(1990). An original study is "St Vincent and the bible" by
Myles Rearden. The author examines the use of the motto of the
Congregation in the light of Saint Vincent's use of scripture, and what
the gospel and the preaching of it to the poor meant to him. Issues for
contemporary reflection are also offered.

